
Chapel Hill-Carrboro NAACP 
Position on 1200 MLK Blvd



Background on Mobile Homes in Chapel 
Hill/ Carrboro
• Because of the high price of land in Chapel Hill/Carrboro, mobile home 

parks are not the most profitable use of land.

• Though many mobile home residents own their mobile home, they 
typically rent the plot of land their mobile home is on, usually in a month 
to month lease. Typical cost: $400-$500/month 

• There are no existing market-rate options within Chapel Hill that are a 
similar price and there is little to no room in existing mobile home parks.

• When a mobile home park is closed, residents will almost certainly be 
forced to leave the Chapel Hill Carrboro School District.

• Some mobile home residents are undocumented immigrants, who have 
even fewer housing options if displaced.



Background on mobile homes, cont.

• In 2017, residents of Lakeview Mobile Homes faced displacement due 
to a developer who wanted to close their park and build apartments. 
Due to the resident lead public outcry (that the NAACP was 
instrumental in), the developer abandoned the project. However, the 
situation could easily happen again.

• The NAACP has repeatedly asked Town staff and officials to work on 
plans to help mobile home residents who face displacement. We 
want concrete plans with budgets attached. Right now, there are 
high-level discussions but not the detailed plans needed.



Background on 1200 MLK Blvd.

• This is the site of Tarheel Mobile Homes. 

• The previous owner sold the property in 2019 to Stackhouse 
Properties and reportedly asked them to keep the mobile home park 
in place and keep it affordable for the sake of the residents.

• Stackhouse Properties is based in the Triangle and operates other 
mobile home parks in the region.

• Stackhouse Properties claims that they cannot operate Tarheel 
Mobile Homes to be sufficiently profitable without building a storage 
unit and gas station/convenience store on the site and in 2019 first 
asked to build this project. There have been ongoing discussions and 
negotiation since then.



Background on 1200 MLK Blvd., cont.

• On March 10, the Council will vote on whether to approve the conditional 
zoning. Under the conditional zoning process, the Town Council is allowed 
to impose conditions on the developer that they are not normally allowed 
to impose under the law. If the developer agrees, it is binding.

• Stackhouse Properties has agreed to keep the mobile home park 
operational for at least 15 years and to keep the rent within 15% of the 
market rate for mobile home parks in the Raleigh and Charlotte region.

• They also agreed to convert the month to month leases to yearlong leases.

• You can read the agreement by clicking through the agenda item on the 
Town Council website. It is called “Restrictive Covenants-Stackhouse 
Properties.”



What have we heard from residents?

• People want to stay in their homes and are afraid that if the rezoning does 
not go through that they will be forced to leave.

• People want to stay in the Chapel Hill-Carrboro region, for many of the 
reasons that the rest of us do (schools, employment, access to services like 
public transit)

• People have had complaints about some of the maintenance of the mobile 
home park under Stackhouse Properties. Specific complaints were about 
potholes, lack of lighting, and the lack of places for children to play.

• Some residents have expressed fear that if they combine public complaints 
about Stackhouse Properties with concerns about being displaced, that 
they will face retaliation.



This is one step in the process

• We have been working with the residents of Tarheel Mobile Homes 
for about 2 years. We expect to continue working with them for 15+ 
years.

• The fight doesn’t end on March 10.

• If Stackhouse decides to close the mobile home park, there are no 
legal recourses to stop them. The residents will be given 6 months 
notice and the most likely outcome is that almost all of them will be 
forced by financial necessity to leave the Chapel Hill-Carrboro School 
District.



Here’s all the misinformation that’s spreading

• Voting “no” protects the residents of Tar Heel Mobile Home Park
• No. Voting “no” immediately displaces 73 Chapel Hill Families

• If displaced, residents will have other housing opportunities
• No. Residents have invested in their homes that they own, and they’re 

not mobile. They want to stay in their homes so their kids can stay in their 
communities. 



Misinformation continued...

• Development will decrease pedestrian safety 
• No. The project was approved by the Transportation and Connectivity Advisory 

Board with conditions and they would not have approved it if it were a 
"disaster." That said, one of the long-term fights over this project should be over 
improving the connectivity from the mobile home park to MLK Blvd and ensuring 
that when the BRT is put in that the front of the site is modified accordingly.

• No. The project will add a sidewalk and realign the building--increasing 
pedestrian safety 

• The Town can just overlay a mobile home district on the land and force 
the MHP to remain open 
• No. The Town cannot use zoning to force someone to keep a business open. 

Zoning allows or prohibits land-use, but does not force. 



What we want the Town Council to do?

• Approve the rezoning of 1200 MLK Blvd. so that Stackhouse 
Properties does not close the mobile home park and sell the 
property.

• Keep the pressure on Stackhouse to ensure that they follow the 
agreement and keep the park open, affordable and well-maintained.

• Further develop the existing high-level strategy documents about 
mobile home parks into detailed, concrete plans with action items 
and associated budgets.


